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ArdUnd the Bend

With ponderosa pines towering overhead and a pristine lake stretched out before me, a martini
is the last thing I'd expect to have on my mind. But here [ am, hiking in Oregon’s Deschutes
Mational Forest, craving one. Sure, the views are intoxicating enough—but I can’t wait to get
back to Bend, one outdoorsy town in which ordering a eocktail is as natural as hitting the trails.
“Whenever | visited Bend, | kept lengthening my stay,” says Jody Denton, who runs two of
the town’s top restaurants, Merenda and Deep. Like many recent transplants, who've helped
double Bend's population in the past decade, he traded a stressful life in San Francisco for the
maore low-key vibe of Bend. And although his white chef's coat didn't exactly blend in with the
fleece jackets typically seen around town, Denton soon learned that Bend isn't your typical
place. “It's casual and friendly here, but it's not as granola as Portland,” he says. “People often
get 50 dressed up on the weekends that [ sometimes think I'm in Manhattan! Bend never fails
to surprise me.” Indeed, a glance around Denton's dining rooms reveals patrons sipping one of
the state's famous pinot noirs and sharing slices of pizza from the wood-fired oven at family-
friendly Merenda. Meanwhile, across the street at Deep, young professionals in sleek leather
booths order yellow-tail carpacdo and unagi sushi artfully assembled on porcelain plates.
Thanks to chefs like Denton, the region actually has more restaurants per capita than B
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