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Brad Ross is known around these parts as 
the king of cyclocross. The race director for 
the 2009 USA Cycling Cyclo-cross National 
Championships in Bend also reigns over the 
hugely popular Cross Crusade, an annual 
Portland-based race series that has evolved 
into the country’s most popular cyclocross 
series. He’s been around the sport for some 
20 years, and was at the helm when the ‘cross 
national championships were held in Portland 
earlier this decade.

Ross, who moved to Portland in 1989, says 
he never intended to work as a race promoter. 
In fact, it was his volunteer efforts at Oregon’s 
original ‘cross race, the Mud Cyclcocross Series, 
which set the stage for an eventual career.

“At first I just started helping to mark the 
course in the morning,” says Ross, who in 
2000 assumed the role of race director of the 
newly minted Cross Crusade series. “There 
was never really anything formal about who 
was in charge of what. Then it was much less 
formal because it was much less big.”

High-level bike race promotion is nothing 
new for Ross, who was race director of Bend’s 
long-running road cycling stage race, the 
Cascade Cycling Classic, from 2001 to 2006. 
He continues to serve as technical director for 
that event as well as for the Tour of Utah.

We talked with Ross the week following 
round No. 1 of the Cross Crusade series, 
which attracted 1,438 racers and set a new 
U.S. record for participation in a one-day 
cyclocross event, about the popularity of the 
sport and about the national championships 
coming to Bend.

Q: You were race director when the 2003 and 
2004 Cyclo-cross National Championships 
were held in Portland. How have you seen the 
sport change in the last five years.

A: It’s gotten bigger for sure in Oregon at 

least. We had  a combined 2,000 competitors 
at Nationals in ‘03 and ‘04 and now we get 
1,400 at Alpenrose (Cross Crusade series 
race) in a one-day event. The popularity of 
the sport has grown dramatically. For better 
or worse, it’s also gotten much more figured 
out...there are many more rules. At the Cross 
Crusade we still kind of make things up. One 
of the cool things about ‘cross is that it’s this 
weird sport that can’t be pigeonholed. You 
never know what they’re going to hit you 
with each week and that’s what makes it fun. 

Q: Why do you think that cyclocross racing 
in Oregon continues to grow and maintain 
such a devoted following?

A: Maybe it goes back to the community 
feel of the thing. We do everything we can to 
get people to tailgate, have parties, set up their 
team tents. I think the way we do it is try to 
promote cyclocross as not just a race, but a 
day. Bring your family, drink beer, barbecue, 
race, and cheer on your teammates. 

Q: Do you recall your immediate reaction 
when you first heard that Bend was being 
considered to host the 2009-2010 Cyclo-
cross National Championships?

A: I was part of the process so my name 
was placed on the bid. I thought it was a good 
idea but I didn't think we'd get it. Last time 
nationals was on the West Coast it was in 
Oregon. I was really surprised that we got it 
because I thought, 'this is a total long shot'. I 
was blown away when we won that bid.

Q: Why do you think Bend was ultimately 
successful in winning the bid?

A: We just submitted the best bid. It was not 
only supported by the cycling community but 
embraced by the entire city. We did a video 
with Adam Craig and Carl Decker and Ryan 
Trebon,  along with the political elite and the 
business owners throwing out the welcome 

wagon for it. A national championship is a 
major thing for the City of Bend in terms of 
revenue. It cracks me up that there’s not this 
fight for it.

Q: How do you explain to nonracers that 
Bend is hosting a national championship bike 
race in December – a time of year when most 
locals are hitting the ski slopes at Mt. Bachelor?

A: I think it’s a little weird, too (laughing). 
Who knows what weather we’re going to get 
for it. We’ll deal with it. But the cool thing 
about cyclocross is that it takes place in all 
different weather conditions. That’s part of 
the sport.

Q: What can riders expect from the course? 
Will it be typical of past championship courses 
in Kansas City (Kan.) and Providence (R.I.) or 
can we expect some unique features in Bend? 

A: One half of the race will take place on 
Old Mill District land, which is unimproved. 
I call it feral turf – riding through the juniper 
trees which is typical of what I think of riding 
through Bend, Oregon. The other half takes 
place on the Deschutes Brewery side of the 
street, which is golf-course quality grass. The 
course is definitely a very typical cyclocross 
course. One third on pavement, one third on 
extremely well-maintained grass, and one 
third on typical Bend high desert dirt.

There are going to be three running sections 

per lap: a flight of stairs, a set of barriers and a 
run-up, which will be steep enough that most 
riders will have to dismount and run.

Q: Will the course play favorites? In other 
words, is the course particularly suited to one 
type of rider over another? 

A: It’s not particularly hilly. The venue 
itself is relatively flat. It’s going to have 
some technical sections to it, but for the 
most part I’d call it a real nontechnical 
course. Here, weather conditions will make 
all the difference in the world. I think it’s a 
real fair course. There are not any sections 
where you’re going to get log-jammed. The 
entire course is 12 feet wide and all 12 feet is 
rideable course.

Q: For fans, where is the best place to catch 
the racing action. 

A: The Old Mill District side of the course 
is going to be off in the trees a little bit and 
not as spectator-friendly because it’s the part 
of the course where you won’t see the riders 
for a minute or so. Once they’ve crossed the 
road to the Deschutes Brewery side of the 
course, you’ll be able to stand in one place 
and watch the riders for half a lap. Basically, 
where the beer garden will be. We’re building 
a staircase and that’s always the kind of stuff 
fans gravitate toward.
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THE GREAT PRE-PPP SALE IS
THIS WEEKEND ONLY!

VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING IN THE STORE

HALF PRICE
You need skis, boots, clothing, 
bike gear at really low prices?

We need room for the 2009 bike season!

EVERYBODY WINS!
 Come early to avoid disappointment

Free Burritos* courtesy of our friends at

cycLing | nordic Ski | triAthLon | SErvicE & rEpAir

541.322.8814 345 SW Century Drive  bendbikensport.com

It’s only 2 months to Pole Pedal Paddle!
MAKE 2009 YOUR PERSONAL BEST!

SALESALESSALESALESALESALESAL
* No purchase necessary. While stocks last.

EMAIL US FOR SPECIALLY 
NEGOTIATED RATES ON 

BIKE SHIPPING
info@bendbikensport.com

345 SW Century Drive, Suite 100, 
Bend Oregon 97702

across the street from Starbucks!

‘CROSSING 
  THE COUNTRY?

www.bendbikensport.com
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Women
,
s race: 

Cyclocross nationals in Bend will 
be one of only a few chances for fans 
to watch the queen of American cy-
clocross on her home turf this year. 
Katie Compton, one of the most 
dominant figures in U.S. women’s 
cyclocross racing, is competing on 
the World Cup circuit in Europe 
throughout most of the fall. 

The five-time cyclocross national 
champion plans to return from racing 
in Belgium just in time to chase after 
a sixth elite women’s title in Bend. 

Despite coming into the 2009 'cross 
season a bit slower than in past years, 
Compton has already claimed at least 
one World Cup win this season and 
swept the first two rounds of the U.S. 
Gran Prix of Cyclocross series. 

“This year I’m trying to do a little 
less and have a little more rest,” says 
Compton from her home in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., during a break in her 
racing schedule abroad. 

“I’ve backed the training off a bit 
… so there’s still room to build as the 
season progresses.”

At nationals, Compton will face 
another dominant force, Alison Dun-
lap, a six-time stars-and-stripes jer-
sey winner who recently returned to 
the national cyclocross scene after a 
three-year layoff. The women’s elite 
field is particularly deep this year 
with Compton and Dunlap joined by 
other top contenders Georgia Gould, 
Amy Dombrowski, Maureen Bruno-
Roy and Oregon darling Sue Butler, 
all of whom are expected at the start 
line. 

“There are five to seven women 
who will be fighting for the top 
spots,” Compton predicts. “I think 
the women’s race this year will be 
exciting.” 

Come snow, ice or mud, Compton 
says bring it on; she’s ready for what-
ever weather and course conditions 
are thrown at her for the champion-
ship race in Bend. 

“I’m pretty adaptable,” she says. 
“Lately I’ve been good in the mud 
and sand, but I really like the fast dry 
races, too. I get excited when the con-
ditions are crap because I like having 
tough, technical, hard conditions.”

Can anyone dethrone Compton? 
Keep an eye on these title contenders 
in the elite women’s race when the 
gun goes off on Sunday, Dec. 13: 

Maureen Bruno-Roy – The win-
ner in the master women’s 30-to-34 
age division at the 2008 national 
championships, Bruno-Roy went on 
to finish sixth in the elite women’s 

race that year.  By midway through 
the 2009 season, Bruno-Roy was 
leading the National Cyclo-cross 
Racing Calendar standings. 

Sue Butler – A latecomer to cy-
clocross, Butler won a masters cy-
clocross title in the 35-to-39 age di-
vision in 2007. Since then, she has 
twice been selected for the U.S. team 
that competed at worlds. Butler fin-
ished among the top 20 at the 2009 
world championships.

Amy Dombrowski – The reigning 
U23 women’s cyclocross national 
champion has fond memories of 
Bend. Back in August, Dombrowski 
claimed the U23 title in the women’s 
road race at the U23 Road National 
Championship held here. She is also 
the current U23 cross-country moun-
tain bike national champion. 

Alison Dunlap – The six-time 
national cyclocross champion (1997-
2001, 2003), two-time Olympian and 
former world mountain bike champi-
on retired from professional cycling 
in 2005, but decided to return to cy-
clocross this fall. 

Georgia Gould – A top-10 fin-
isher in mountain biking at the 2008 
Olympic Games and reigning na-
tional champion in mountain bike’s 
short-track, Gould was runner-up in 
the elite women’s race at last year’s 
cyclocross nationals. 

Men
,
s race:

In cyclocross, anything can hap-
pen. Because races are so short, there 
is little time to make up ground fol-
lowing a mistake. A crash, a flat tire 
or a bobble over a barrier can elimi-
nate a rider from contention in the 
blink of an eye, which is part of the 
reason why cyclocross can be such a 
thrilling sport to watch.

So while hometown boy Ryan 
Trebon of Bend earns the go-ahead 
nod as the favorite to repeat in the 
men’s elite race, even he knows 
that any number of guys will have a 
strong shot to capture the title. And 
with a field stacked with former and 
current cyclocross national champi-
ons, expect to see a star-studded and 
unpredictable race to the finish in the 
elite men’s contest on Sunday, Dec. 
13.  

And unlike the elite women’s 
crown, which has been virtually held 
captive by just two riders for more 
than a decade, maintaining a grip 
on the elite men’s title has proved 
more elusive. Since 2000, the stars-
and-stripes winner’s jersey has been 
worn by four different riders: Trebon, 
Todd Wells, Tim Johnson and Jona-
than Page, each of whom has earned 
at least two championship titles. 

Trebon, who lived on the East 
Coast, in Corvallis, Ore., and in 
Southern California before planting 
roots in Bend in 2007, won his first 

elite men’s cyclocross national cham-
pionship in 2006. That same year he 
also rode to victory at the national 
championship for cross-country 
mountain biking. After relinquishing 
the stars-and-stripes jersey in 2007 
(he was knocked out of race when 
another rider crossed the course into 
his path), Trebon reclaimed it in Kan-
sas City last year. 

Wearing the national champion’s 
jersey is a source of pride for Trebon, 
especially when he competes in Eu-
rope.

“It’s always a good way to set 
yourself apart from the other Ameri-
cans there,” says Trebon, whose lean, 
6-foot 5-inch frame makes him easily 
identifiable in just about any field he 
enters. “It gives you a little bit of ex-
tra notoriety.”

With nationals in Bend following 
on the heels of the U.S. Gran Prix of 
Cyclocross finale in Portland, Ore., 
Trebon says he’s looking forward to 
a rare three weeks at home, which he 
says, for him, is “virtually unheard 
of” during the cyclocross season. 

Trebon is not expecting a major 
shake-up to this year’s men’s elite 
podium. In fact, he’s forecasting that 
the same riders who have owned the 
race over the last decade will once 
again be in the title hunt at the 2009 
championship. . 

“I think it will be the same five 
guys on podium as it was last year,” 
Trebon predicts. 

“And hopefully,” he adds, “in the 
same order.”

Jamey Driscoll – The reigning 
collegiate national champion on the 
road finished second to Trebon at last 
year’s cyclocross national champi-
onships. Driscoll competed with the 
U.S. team at the cyclocross world 
championships earlier this year. 

Tim Johnson – The 2007 cyclo-
cross national champ has represented 
the U.S. at world championships in 
mountain biking, cyclocross and on 
the road. He took fifth at the 2008 na-
tionals in Kansas City, the same year 
in which he won the U.S. Gran Prix 
of Cyclocross series title.  

Jonathan Page – A three-time cy-
clocross national champion, Page fin-
ished third at nationals in 2008. Page 
was the silver medallist at the 2007 
cyclocross world championship.

Jeremy Powers – The top Ameri-
can finisher in the men’s race at the 
2009 cyclocross world champion-
ships, Powers finished last season 
ranked second in the USA Cycling 
Cyclo-cross National Calendar stand-
ings behind Trebon. 

Todd Wells – A two-time Olympic 
mountain biker, Wells finished just 
off the podium in sixth place at the 
2008 cyclocross nationals.  Wells has 
twice stood atop the podium at cyclo-
cross nationals  – winning the men’s 
elite crown in 2001 and 2005.

Elite 
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